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we must all aid parents by demonstrating to
our young people that hard work, honesty,
and responsibility are essential in all of our
endeavors. Passage of the ‘‘Goals 2000: Edu-
cate America Act’’ will, in the years ahead,
give parents, teachers, and concerned citi-
zens in every local school district the oppor-
tunity to come together to define what they
want their schools to achieve for their chil-
dren, not just through high academic stand-
ards, but also through setting high standards
of compassion, understanding, and commu-
nity involvement. New civic standards ad-
dressing the entire community, in addition
to voluntary national standards, will serve as
catalysts in this process, helping to better
educate students to be more responsible citi-
zens in the years to come.

To recognize the importance of character
and to focus national attention on character
building, the Congress, by Public Law 103–
301, has designated October 16 through Oc-
tober 22, 1994, as ‘‘National Character
Counts Week’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this commemoration.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 16 through Oc-
tober 22, 1994 as National Character Counts
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States, government officials, educators, and
volunteers, to observe this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:40 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

Proclamation 6744—National Forest
Products Week, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s National Forests grace more

than 191 million acres of our land. Thirty-
four million of those acres are part of our
wilderness preservation system, which works
to safeguard this invaluable resource for fu-
ture use and enjoyment. The American Na-
tional Forests are among our country’s great-
est gifts—gifts we share with all of Earth’s
creatures today and with generations of new
life to come.

One of our Nation’s foremost priorities
must be to ensure that forest ecosystems are
maintained and protected. With proper care,
these precious lands can remain healthy, di-
verse, and resilient. We are moving toward
a new era in the stewardship of public lands.
Today, we recognize the importance of tak-
ing a comprehensive approach—one that bal-
ances the needs of our people and of the
environment. Grounded in sound science
and compliance with existing law, sustainable
forest management presents our best hope
for saving the more than 250 threatened or
endangered species of fish, animals, and
plants that have made this land their home.
At the same time, such management efforts
offer our best chance for building a lasting
and productive economic base for the people
who have made this land their life and liveli-
hood.

America’s National Forests provide for our
Nation in countless ways—from the houses
we live in to the newspapers we read to our
spiritual and physical well-being—the splen-
dor and glory of nature’s gift to America en-
riches our daily lives immeasurably. National
Forest visitors enjoy more than 4,300 miles
of wild and scenic rivers for fishing, swim-
ming, or just taking in the view. Wood and
paper products from forests are our country’s
leading renewable natural resource, account-
ing for about 4.2 percent of our Gross Do-
mestic Product and 8.5 percent of all manu-
facturing in the United States, and support-
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ing more than 1.7 million American workers.
Taxol, taken from the bark of certain trees,
has been found effective in treating some
forms of cancer. Althea, balsam gum, dill oil,
and Indian breadroot are just a few examples
of products used for medicinal purposes.
Beargrass and white birch bark are used for
basketmaking and chair caning. Dandelion,
fern, and salmonberry shoots are used for
cooking spices, aromatics, animal bidding
and for dyes and tanning that are a source
of income for citizens across the country.

In recognition of the central role our for-
ests play in the long-term welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning Oc-
tober 16, 1994, as National Forest Products
Week and call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:41 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

Proclamation 6745—National Penny
Charity Week, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Individual acts of kindness are the cur-

rency of social change. Combined with others

and directed toward a worthwhile cause,
these efforts exemplify the spirit of vol-
unteerism. Inspired by just such a vision of
service, organizations throughout the country
are coming together this week to recycle pen-
nies for charitable causes.

The penny is the most widely used of the
denominations currently in circulation, but
pennies too often rest idle in piggy banks and
dresser drawers. The U.S. Mint—which will
produce another 13.3 billion pennies this
year to meet demands—joins me in encour-
aging citizens to help return pennies to cir-
culation.

With the holiday season approaching, this
is a better time than ever to remember those
who are in need of a helping hand. By con-
tributing pennies to charities and worthy
community causes, we can make this season
a little brighter for our fellow citizens and
truly make every penny count.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
415, has designated the week of October 16,
1994, as ‘‘National Penny Charity Week’’ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of October 16,
1994, as National Penny Charity Week. I
urge all Americans to observe this week with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, in-
cluding the donation of pennies to charities,
particularly those that provide direct services
to our Nation’s underprivileged and dis-
advantaged population, and to worthy com-
munity causes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:42 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.
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